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Introduction

Throughout the year, we have been keeping you up to date on noteworthy developments across the region with our
Regional Round-up Publications. As we enter 2021, we are pleased to share with you our inaugural year-in-review
edition of the Regional Round-up for our Regional Offices in the Rajah & Tann Asia network.

In each jurisdiction, we recount the milestones in the path that has been travelled in 2020, as well as consider the terrain
of the road that lies ahead in 2021. In the "Looking Back: 2020" section, we take stock of the past year and highlight the
key legal and regulatory developments affecting each jurisdiction in 2020. In the "Gazing Into: 2021" section, we look
ahead to some key areas of development that you should take note of in the year to come, referencing the legal and
business trends shaping up potential legislative and regulatory changes in each jurisdiction.

We hope that this year-in-review edition of the Regional Round-up provide some perspective and insight into the legal
landscape of the jurisdictions across the region. As always, please feel free to contact our lawyers in our Regional
Offices if you have any queries or for further discussions.

Please click on the links below to access the full collection of our country-specific Regional Round-up 2020:

e Cambodia
e China

e Indonesia

e Laos
e Malaysia
e Myanmar
e Philippines
e Singapore
e Thailand
e Vietnam
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https://eoasis.rajahtann.com/eoasis/gn/rn2.asp?n=31&c=1
https://eoasis.rajahtann.com/eoasis/gn/rn2.asp?n=31&c=2
https://eoasis.rajahtann.com/eoasis/gn/rn2.asp?n=31&c=4
https://eoasis.rajahtann.com/eoasis/gn/rn2.asp?n=31&c=5
https://eoasis.rajahtann.com/eoasis/gn/rn2.asp?n=31&c=6
https://eoasis.rajahtann.com/eoasis/gn/rn2.asp?n=31&c=8
https://eoasis.rajahtann.com/eoasis/gn/rn2.asp?n=31&c=12
https://eoasis.rajahtann.com/eoasis/gn/rn2.asp?n=31&c=9
https://eoasis.rajahtann.com/eoasis/gn/rn2.asp?n=31&c=10
https://eoasis.rajahtann.com/eoasis/gn/rn2.asp?n=31&c=11

Looking Back: 2020

The COVID-19 pandemic has undoubtedly
affected and changed the way we perform work
and conduct business transactions. In 2020, the
Royal Government of Cambodia ("RGC") has
issued several regulations and granted tax
exemptions to mitigate the public health and
economic consequences of the pandemic.

Meanwhile, the RGC still continues to work on the
regulatory developments regardless of the COVID-
19 pandemic implications. Some of the key
developments involve the evolvement toward E-
Government such as putting in place online
platforms for business registration and/or
approval, the adoption of regulations that
strengthen the licensing requirements for
telecommunications business operations, and the
enactment of the law on commercial gambling.
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Summaries of the key developments related to the
above areas are provided below.

Online Business Registration Portal

The Online Business Registration Portal or Single Portal
was officially launched to facilitate and modernise the
registration procedure for new businesses, by requiring
the submission of a set of application documents, with a
cost-effective and speedy approval process. Click here
for more information.

Licences for Commercial Games

On 14 November 2020, the Law on Management of
Commercial Gambling was promulgated. The law
requires commercial gaming businesses including casino
games, betting games, luck-based games, other
determined commercial games, and persons engaged in
gaming operations to request for a commercial gaming
licence. Click here for more information.

Telecommunication Activities

Online business operators are required to apply for an
online business permit/licence to carry out their business
operations. Click here for more information.

Furthermore, all telecommunication operators
undertaking any activity related to mergers and
acquisitions, or pledging rights granted by the
Telecommunications Regulator of Cambodia ("TRC") as
security are required to seek approval from TRC. They
must also notify TRC of any composition change of their
management teams. Click here for more information.


https://kh.rajahtannasia.com/media/3991/commerce_business_registration.pdf
https://www.rajahtannasia.com/media/ROUpdates/RTSH30112020.pdf
https://kh.rajahtannasia.com/media/pdf/Commerce_Permit_or_License_for_ECommerce.pdf
https://kh.rajahtannasia.com/media/4108/2020-09_trc_guidelines.pdf

Gazing Into: 2021

The new draft Law on Investment has been
prepared and is aimed to be adopted in 2021. The
draft law will further address RGC’s international
obligations towards investors by way of
multilateral and bilateral agreements (which
contain provisions on national treatment, most-
favoured nation treatment, and investment
guarantee), rights and obligations of investors, the
strengthening of the one window services (i.e.
elimination of approval processes, reduction of
registration time, putting in place online
platforms), the determination of the industries
subject to incentives, and real tax incentives and
additional investment incentives.

In addition, the following draft laws are in the
pipeline:

- Draft law on commercial contract;
- Draft law on cybercrime; and

- Draft law on competition.
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KEY CONTACTS

Heng Chhay
Managing Partner

T +855 23963 112/ 113

heng.chhay@rajahtann.com

Tiv Sophonnora
Partner

T +855 23963 112/113

tiv.sophonnora@rajahtann.com

Hout Sotheary
Partner

T +855 23963 112/ 113

hout.sotheary@rajahtann.com

Sieng Deline
Partner

T +855 23963 112/ 113

sieng.deline@rajahtann.com
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OUR REGIONAL CONTACTS

RAJAH & TANN

Singapore

Rajah & Tann Singapore LLP
T +65 6535 3600

F +65 6225 9630
sg.rajahtannasia.com

R&T SOK &HENG | Cambodia

R&T Sok & Heng Law Office
T +85523963112/113

F +855 23963 116
kh.rajahtannasia.com

RAJAH & TANN 7k EiE
SHANGHAI REPRESENTATIVE OFFICE | China

Rajah & Tann Singapore LLP
Shanghai Representative Office
T +86 21 6120 8818

F +86 21 6120 8820
cn.rajahtannasia.com

ASSEGAF HAMZAH & PARTNERS | [ndonesia

Assegaf Hamzah & Partners

Jakarta Office
T +62 21 2555 7800
F +62 21 2555 7899

Surabaya Office

T +62 31 5116 4550
F +62 315116 4560
www.ahp.id

RAJAH&TANN | Lao PDR

Rajah & Tann (Laos) Co., Ltd.
T +856 21 454 239

F +856 21 285 261
la.rajahtannasia.com

CHRISTOPHER &LEE ONG

Malaysia

Christopher & Lee Ong
T +60 322731919

F +60 32273 8310
www.christopherleeong.com

RAJAH & TANN

Myanmar

Rajah & Tann Myanmar Company Limited
T +951 9345 343/ +951 9345 346

F +951 9345 348

mm.rajahtannasia.com

GATMAYTAN YAP PATACSIL
GUTIERREZ & PROTACIO (C&G LAW) | Philippines

Gatmaytan Yap Patacsil Gutierrez & Protacio (C&G Law)
T +632 8894 0377 to 79/ +632 8894 4931 to 32

/ +632 8552-1977 to 78

F +632 552 1978

www.cagatlaw.com

RAJAH & TANN | Thatland

R&T Asia (Thailand) Limited
T +66 2 656 1991

F +66 2 656 0833
th.rajahtannasia.com

RAJAH & TANN LCT LAWYERS | Vietnam

Rajah & Tann LCT Lawyers

Ho Chi Minh City Office
T +84 28 3821 2382
F +84 28 3520 8206

Hanoi Office

T +84 24 3267 6127
F +84 24 3267 6128
www.rajahtannict.com

Rajah & Tann Asia is a network of legal practices based in Asia.

Member firms are independently constituted and regulated in accordance with relevant local legal requirements. Services provided by a member
firm are governed by the terms of engagement between the member firm and the client.

This publication is solely intended to provide general information and does not provide any advice or create any relationship, whether legally
binding or otherwise. Rajah & Tann Asia and its member firms do not accept, and fully disclaim, responsibility for any loss or damage which may
result from accessing or relying on this publication.

© Rajah & Tann Asia



DISCLAIMER

The contents of this publication are owned by Rajah &
Tann Asia and subject to copyright protection under
the laws of Singapore and, through international
treaties, other countries. No part of this publication
may be reproduced, licensed, sold, published,
transmitted, modified, adapted, publicly displayed,
broadcast (including storage in any medium by
electronic means whether or not transiently for any
purpose save as permitted herein) without the prior
written permission of Rajah & Tann Singapore LLP.

Please note also that whilst the information in this
publication is correct to the best of our knowledge and
belief at the time of writing, it is only intended to
provide a general guide to the subject matter and
should not be treated as a substitute for specific
professional advice for any particular course of action
as such information may not suit your specific
business and operational requirements. It is to your
advantage to seek legal advice for your specific
situation.



