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Instruction on the Procedures for 
Applying for a Lao PDR Entry-Exit Permit 
during COVID-19 Pandemic 

 

On 17 March 2022, the Ministry of Foreign Affairs ("MOFA") issued Instruction No. 2143/MOFA.TFC on 

the Procedure for Applying for a Lao PDR Entry-Exit Permit during COVID-19 Pandemic ("Instruction"). 

The Instruction replaces Instruction No.4881/MOFA.TFC dated 31 December 2021. Individuals wishing 

to enter into or depart from Lao PDR must comply with the below procedures and measures. 

 

Entry into Lao PDR 

 

1. Prior to entry into Lao PDR 

 
An individual who intends to enter Lao PDR must have a certificate of COVID-19 vaccination and 

tested negative in an RT-PCR test taken within 72 hours prior to his entry into Lao PDR.   

 

1.1. The following individuals must register for a Lao Green Pass with a QR code via this link: 

laogreenpass.gov.la: 

 

(a) Diplomats and staff of foreign embassies and consulates, representatives of international 

organisations under the auspices of the United Nations, and privileged and diplomatic 

international organisations, as well as family members of these individuals on both short-

term and long-term mission;  

(b) Foreign experts, specialists, volunteers, and international students whose expertise and 

presence in Lao PDR are required pursuant to bilateral cooperation projects; and 

(c) Member of International Non-Governmental Organisations (NGOs) intending to have short-

term and long-term responsibilities in Lao PDR.  

The relevant individuals must seek prior approval from MOFA. In their proposals to enter Lao 
PDR, they must indicate that they have complied with the requirements to enter the country.  

 
1.2. Individuals or legal entities that are legally carrying out business in Lao PDR and need to bring 

in investors or businessmen into Lao PDR to: (i) conduct feasibility study in relation to 

investment, or (ii) sign contracts or memoranda of understanding (MOU) must seek prior 

approval from MOFA. In their proposals to enter Lao PDR, they must indicate that they have 

complied with the requirements to enter the country.  

 

The concerned individuals must also register for a Lao Green Pass with a QR code on the 

website. They may also have a QR-Code registration at the border desk upon arrival in Lao 

PDR. 

https://laogreenpass.gov.la/
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Requirements for Investors  
 
Investors who intend to enter Lao PDR must apply for visas through the Immigration Department 
of Ministry of Public Security. They must complete the application forms available at the 
Investment Promotion Department of the Ministry of Planning and Investment or the 
Capital/Provincial Department of the Ministry of Planning and Investment. The Consular 
Department of MOFA shall issue the visa to those who have satisfactorily complied with the 
requirements.  

 
Requirements for businesspeople, technical officers and labourers 

 
Legal entities in Lao PDR that need labourers and foreign technical officers in the conduct of 

their businesses must comply with the requirements of the relevant authorities before submitting 

their written applications to the consular department of MOFA. The submissions must include 

details such as list of names of labourers and technical officers, their phone numbers, reasons 

for travel,  and travel plans including expected travel dates, entry point, flight numbers, countries 

of origin and transits. The following documents must also be submitted together with the 

applications:   

 

- Domestic and foreign Investment Licence; 

- Enterprise Registration Certificate; 

- Tax Payment Certificate; 

- Permit of foreign quota deployments from the Ministry of Labour and Social Welfare; 

- Approval for foreign labour quota deployment from the Provincial/Vientiane Capital 

Labour Departments; and  

- Proof of bookings of hotels as may be identified by the Central and Local Task Force 

Committee for Prevention and Control of COVID-19. 

 

1.3. Lao citizens wishing to return to Lao PDR must submit their application to return to the Embassy 

or General Consular Office of Lao PDR in the countries where they reside. They must register 

for a Lao Green Pass to obtain a QR Code, and then propose to the Consular Department of 

MOFA, attaching to the proposal the QR Code, before they can get their visas. 

 

1.4. Lao citizens and alien spouses of Lao citizens who wish to return to Lao PDR can do so without 

going through the Embassy or General Consular Office of Lao PDR in the countries where they 

reside. However, they need to register for a Lao Green Pass with a QR code.  

 

Foreigners who are spouses of Lao citizens properly holding spouse visas (SP-B3) can travel 

to Laos without applying to the Embassy or General Consular Office of Lao PDR in the countries 

where they reside, and the consular department of MOFA. Such foreigners without visas may 

apply for the same in the Embassy or General Consular Office of Lao PDR in the countries 

where they reside, before traveling to Lao PDR. They also need to register for a  Lao Green 

Pass before travelling to Lao PDR. 

 

1.5. Foreigners with multiple entry-exit visas and those with valid temporary residence cards in Laos 

must comply with the following: 
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- Diplomats, staff of foreign embassies and consulates, representatives of international 

organisations under the auspices of the United Nations, privileged and diplomatic 

international organisations, as well as family members shall be able to travel to Laos 

without applying through the consulate of MOFA; 

 

- Experts, investors, businessmen, specialists, labourers of companies or projects, and 

international students who have registered for a Lao Green Pass with a QR code can 

travel to Lao without applying through the consulate of MOFA. 

 

2. Upon arrival in Lao PDR 

 

Upon arrival in Lao PDR, all travellers must: 

 

- Have an RT-PCR test and wait for the result at least 48 hours at a place identified and 

authorised by the National Task Force Committee for Prevention and Control of COVID-19 

("Task Force") as set out in the Notice of Prime Minister’s Office No.258/PMO dated 1 March 

2022. 

 

- Install the LaoKYC application (LaoKYC Apps) onto their smartphone and register therein, 

so that they can use the Lao SuSu service for contact tracing. This does not apply to 

diplomats, staff of foreign embassies and consulates, representatives of international 

organisations under the auspices of the United Nations, and privileged and diplomatic 

international organisations, as well as their family members.  

 

Departing Lao PDR 

 

Lao citizens and foreigners who wish to travel overseas can inform the authority at the immigration 

desk/authority at the border destination that they are travelling overseas, without complying with the 

requirements imposed by the Task Force. They must ensure that they submit the documents requested 

by the countries of destination and comply with the measures put in place by the same.  

 

The required documents must be submitted to the Consular Department of MOFA at least five working 

days before the date to travel to Lao PDR.  

 

Individuals and legal entities entering and departing Lao PDR must strictly comply with the Instructions 

that the Task Force may issue from time to time. 

 

For more information on Lao Green Pass registration: click here or call this number +856 20 55756970, 

+856 30 55255521. You may also find us on Facebook at https://www.facebook.com/laokyc. 

 

 

https://laogreenpass.gov.la/
https://www.facebook.com/laokyc
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Contacts 

   

     

 
 

Lee Hock Chye 

Partner 
 
T +60 3 2273 1919 
hock.chye.lee 
@christopherleeong.com  

 

 

 
 

Khanti Syackhaphom 

Legal Advisor 

 
T +856 20 2244 0890 
khanti.syackhaphom 
@rajahtann.com   
 

   

   

 
 

Suntisouk Vandala 
Associate 
 
T +856 20 7752 9039 
suntisouk.vandala 
@rajahtann.com  
 

 

 

Boutsada 
Keomoungkhoune 
Associate 
 
T +856 20 7718 8664 
boutsada.keomoungkhoune 
@rajahtann.com   
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Our Regional Contacts 

  
Rajah & Tann Singapore LLP 

T  +65 6535 3600   

sg.rajahtannasia.com 

  
Christopher & Lee Ong 

T  +60 3 2273 1919    

F  +60 3 2273 8310 

www.christopherleeong.com  

   

 

R&T Sok & Heng Law Office 

T  +855 23 963 112 / 113    

F  +855 23 963 116 

kh.rajahtannasia.com 

  
Rajah & Tann Myanmar Company Limited 

T  +95 1 9345 343 / +95 1 9345 346 

F  +95 1 9345 348 

mm.rajahtannasia.com 

   

 
Rajah & Tann Singapore LLP 

Shanghai Representative Office 

T  +86 21 6120 8818    

F  +86 21 6120 8820 

cn.rajahtannasia.com 

 

  
Gatmaytan Yap Patacsil Gutierrez & Protacio (C&G Law)  

T  +632 8894 0377 to 79 / +632 8894 4931 to 32   

F  +632 8552 1977 to 78 

www.cagatlaw.com 

   

 
Assegaf Hamzah & Partners 

 

Jakarta Office 

T  +62 21 2555 7800    

F  +62 21 2555 7899 

 

Surabaya Office 

T  +62 31 5116 4550    

F  +62 31 5116 4560 

www.ahp.co.id 

  

R&T Asia (Thailand) Limited 

T  +66 2 656 1991    

F  +66 2 656 0833 

th.rajahtannasia.com 

 
Rajah & Tann LCT Lawyers 

 

Ho Chi Minh City Office 

T  +84 28 3821 2382 / +84 28 3821 2673    

F  +84 28 3520 8206 

 

Hanoi Office 

T  +84 24 3267 6127    

F  +84 24 3267 6128 

www.rajahtannlct.com 

  

 

Rajah & Tann (Laos) Co., Ltd. 

T  +856 21 454 239    

F  +856 21 285 261 

la.rajahtannasia.com 

 

 

Rajah & Tann Asia is a network of legal practices based in Asia. 

 

Member firms are independently constituted and regulated in accordance with relevant local legal requirements. Services provided by a 

member firm are governed by the terms of engagement between the member firm and the client. 

 

This update is solely intended to provide general information and does not provide any advice or create any relationship, whether legally 

binding or otherwise. Rajah & Tann Asia and its member firms do not accept, and fully disclaim, responsibility for any loss or damage which 

may result from accessing or relying on this update. 
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Our Regional Presence 

 
 
 
 

Rajah & Tann (Laos) Co., Ltd provides high quality advice to clients right across the commercial spectrum in Lao.  It is involved in a range of 
contentious and non-contentious matters in, amongst others, domestic and foreign direct investment, licensing & approval, general corporate, 
regulatory & compliance, employment, and banking & finance. We firmly believe that winning performance depends on a truly co-operative and 
collaborative approach to the practice of law.  
 
Rajah & Tann (Laos) Co., Ltd is part of Rajah & Tann Asia, a network of local law firms in Cambodia, China, Indonesia, Lao PDR, Malaysia, 
Myanmar, the Philippines, Singapore, Thailand and Vietnam. Our Asian network also includes regional desks focused on Brunei, Japan and South 
Asia.    
 
The contents of this Update are owned by Rajah & Tann (Laos) Co., Ltd and subject to copyright protection under the laws of Lao People's 
Democratic Republic and, through international treaties, other countries. No part of this Update may be reproduced, licensed, sold, published, 
transmitted, modified, adapted, publicly displayed, broadcast (including storage in any medium by electronic means whether or not transiently for 
any purpose save as permitted herein) without the prior written permission of Rajah & Tann (Laos) Co., Ltd. 
 
Please note also that whilst the information in this Update is correct to the best of our knowledge and belief at the time of writing, it is only intended 
to provide a general guide to the subject matter and should not be treated as a substitute for specific professional advice for any particular course 
of action as such information may not suit your specific business and operational requirements. It is to your advantage to seek legal advice for your 
specific situation. In this regard, you may call the lawyer you normally deal with in Rajah & Tann (Laos) Co., Ltd. 


